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Pl e a s e j oi n us f or a  dis c ussi o n of t h e N e w L e vi at h a n a n d t h e C o gs t h at ar e its b o d y a n d s o ul. 
W e will m e et in  G a m bl e H all 20 5  o n Fri d a y , O ct o b er 1 st at 3: 0 0  p m. 
 
 
T h e N e w L e vi at h a n  
 
P art 1: T h e Ri s e of t h e C o g s  
   B y B. J.  E d e nfi el d 
 
As I l o o k b a c k o v er m y s i x 
y e ar c oll e g e hi at us fr o m w h at m ost 
p e o pl e t er m “t h e  r e al w orl d ”, it 
b e c o m es  cl e ar t h at t h e “r e al w orl d ” 
s p o k e n of is o n e t h at t errifi es m e 
b e y o n d d es cri pti o n. W h at f oll o ws 
is m y b est esti m ati o n of h u m a nit y 
i n s u c h a vil e pl a c e –  t h e l a n d of 
C o gs .  B y w a y of pr ef a c e l et m e 
st at e t h at t his pl a c e is i n es c a p a bl e. 
It is s o m et hi n g w e h a v e d o n e t o 
o urs el v es, eit h er as a r es ult of bli n d 
e v ol uti o n i n a str u g gl e f or o ur 
s u r vi v al, or w orse , b y o ur o w n fr e e 
will.   I will b e gi n t his j o ur n e y wit h 
a l o o k at t h e m a n, w h om  K arl M ar x 
cl ai m e d w as t h e f at h er of us all, 
T h o m as H o b b e s.   
I n H o b b es’ gr e at est w or k, T h e 
L e vi at h a n,  h e s et f ort h t o d es cri b e 
m a n ki n d’s e x p eri e n c e wit h o ut a n 
al l e n c o m p assi n g, c e ntr ali z e d 
g o v er n m e nt.  I n t his st at e of n at ur e, 
m a n li v es i n “ c o nti n u all f e ar e, a n d 
d a n g er of vi ol e nt d e at h; A n d t h e 
lif e of m a n, s olit ar y, p o or e, n ast y, 
br utis h, a n d s h ort ”( 1 8 6) .  I n s h ort, 
m a n ki n d is c o nst a ntl y i n a n 
o n g oi n g w ar  of m a n a g ai nst m a n. 
T o a v oi d s u c h a n e xist e n c e, m e n 
est a blis h a c o v e n a nt wit h o n e 
a n ot h er, a gr e ei n g t o c ast asi d e t h eir 
n at ur al ri g ht t o o bt ai n w h at t h e y 
c a n f or t h eir o w n s ur vi v al, i n f a v or 
of a n all p o w erf ul m o n ar c h. T his 
will, i n t ur n, cr e at e t h e c o n c e pt of 
c iti z e ns hi p a n d r e m o v e t h e 
c o nti n u al f e ar of vi ol e nt d e at h. 
F urt h er m or e, it w o ul d all o w 
h u m a ns t o c ulti v at e t h e ms el v es i n 
n u m er o us w a ys t h at  t h e st at e of 
n at ur e pr e v e nt e d.   
 I t e n d t o t hi n k t h at H o b b es 
n e e ds r e visi o n. W e h a v e t h e 
a d v a nt a g e of li vi n g f o ur h un dr e d 
y e ars aft er  H o b b es a n d I t hi n k it is 
e as y t o pi n p oi nt s e v er al mist a k es 
H o b b es m a d e. F or e x a m pl e, t h e 
s o ci al c o ntr a ct n e v er e n d e d t h e 
c o nti n u al f e ar of vi ol e nt d e at h a n d 
it n e v er m a d e m a n’s lif e a n y l ess 
s olit ar y, p o or e, n ast y, br utis h, a n d 
s h ort . T h a t s ai d, a d es cri pti o n of a 
N e w L e vi at h a n is i n or d er.  
T h e s o ci al c o ntr a ct  H o b b es 
ar g u e d f or  e v e nt u all y cr e at e s  t h e 
“ citi z e n ” a n d bri n gs m a n ki n d o ut of 
t h e st at e of n at ur e - if t h er e e v er 
w as s u c h a st at e.  C o n v ers el y, t h e 
N e w L e vi a t h a n h as n o r o o m f or a 
ci ti z e n; r at h er, it cr e at es w h at I c all 
t h e “ c o g. ”  M or e o v er, t h e  t o o 
p o w erf ul c e ntr ali z e d g o v er n m e nt, 
w hi c h cr e at es a n d s ust ai ns or d er, is 
a ct u all y a t e c h n ol o gi c al  s o ci et y, 
w h er ei n h u m a ns ar e v ess els of 
effi ci e n c y a n d t e c h ni q u e .  W h at 
w er e o n c e h u m a n citi z e ns 
c o n c er n e d wit h m or al a n d p oliti c al 
fr e e do m ar e n o w c o gs f u n cti o ni n g 
f or e c o n o mi c effi ci e n c y . 
C o gs ar e c o m m o nl y vi e w e d as 
w ell cr aft e d, d et ail e d p arts of a 
c o m pl e x pi e c e of m a c hi n er y . C o gs 
c o m e i n diff er e nt s h a p es , si z es, a n d 
t h e y ar e i nt er c h a n g e a bl e if t h eir 
f u n cti o ns ar e si mil ar e n o u g h. S o m e 
m a y b e as mi n ut e as t h e i n n er 
w or ki n gs of a wrist w at c h, w hil e 
ot h ers ar e as t all a n d r o u n d as t h e 
R o m a n C olis e u m. S o m e ar e 
p oliti ci a ns a n d d e er h u nt ers, w hil e 
ot h ers ar e c o n v e ni e nt st or e cl er ks  
a n d c oll e g e pr of ess o r s. F or m y 
p ur p o s es t h ou g h t h e di m e nsi o ns of 
a n y c o g ar e  irr el e v a nt - w e ar e all 
g e ar e d wit h  t h e c o g niti v e s c h e m at a 
of t e c h ni q u e a n d effi ci e n c y.  
 C o gs t e n d t o t hi n k of 
t h e ms el v es as i n di vi d u als, 
mist a k e nl y of c o urs e! D es c art es 
ar g u e d c o git o er g o s u m , b ut I 
o bj e ct!  It is n ot t h e “I ” d oi n g t h e 
t hi n ki n g, r at h er t h e “It ” - t h e N e w 
L e vi at h a n of T e c h n ol o gi c al S o ci et y 
-- t h at d o es o ur t hi n ki n g. D es c art es’ 
i nsi g ht m ust b e t ur n e d o n its h e a d - 
“It t hi n ks, t h er ef or e I a m n ot. ” T h e 
c o git o  is a n ill usi o n i n t h e 
t e c h n ol o gi c al s o ci et y. Y o ur c o g 
n at ur e h as b e e n t e m p er e d a n d 
f or g e d si n c e y o ur c o n c e pti o n ( e v e n 
t h e n utri e nts y o u r e c ei v e fr o m y o ur 
m ot h er i n t h e w o m b w er e  
d et er mi n e d b y t h e w or ki n gs of 
ot h er c o gs).  T his is b e c a us e c o gs 
d o n ot o p er at e o n t h eir o w n or i n 
is ol atio n fr o m ot h er c o gs - t h e y ar e 
c oll e cti v e.  
T h er e  ar e si g ns t h at i n di c at e w e 
ar e all t h e m o vi n g  a n d t hi n ki n g 
p arts of t h e N e w L e vi at h a n . T h e 
m ost o b vi o us pl a c e t o l o o k f or 
e vi d e n c e of h a vi n g b e e n c o g nisiz e d 
is i n t h e r e al m of i d e ntit y.   All of us 
t e n d t o t hin k of o urs el v es as u ni q u e 
s n o w fl a k es f ull y e q ui p p e d wit h 
R efl e cti o ns of t h e P hil os o p hi c al Dis c ussi o n G r o u p  
our own tastes, idiosyncrasies, and 
opinions with little thought as to 
the origin of said qualities.   We 
consist of numerous cogs which 
contribute to the overall whole of 
cog reality.  We take for granted 
that we were thrown into existence 
at a certain point in time, to 
particular settings and 
surroundings, which have molded 
our consciousness into thinking we 
are, when in reality we are not. 
Most of us have our existence 
because efficiency necessitated it. 
In former days families had “x” 
number of offspring to ensure the 
crops in the field could be farmed 
in the time allotted by mother 
nature and as innovations in 
farming increased the number of 
births decreased.  There are 
numerous other examples of how 
the New Leviathan’s technological 
thinking alters the reproductive rate 
of human existence and even the 
human desire to reproduce (eg. 
birth control, sonograms, political 
techniques related to population 
control, marketing techniques, tax 
incentives, career identities, and 
sex education to name but a few).   
Another example of identity 
efficiency is found in the realm of 
sports.   During the 2010 NCAA 
Men’s Basketball tournament, I 
cheered for my beloved Duke 
Bluedevils from my living room.  I 
deluded myself into feeling the 
emotions of every shot and botched 
call by officials.  Yet, upon 
awakening from my dream, I 
realized that I did not attend Duke, 
nor did I know a single person on 
the team (or student on campus). 
Nevertheless, I thought of myself 
as a Duke Bluedevil and I know 
there are many others who share in 
these artificial identities 
manufactured for our consumption 
by the New Leviathan. 
The “identity cog” works best 
when apathy has overtaken a 
culture.  In fact apathy is a cog in 
and of itself, holding together 
numerous other cogs in the New 
Leviathan.  For example, some of 
us spend our spare time “Keeping 
up with the Kardashians” and other 
reality television programs rather 
than actually discussing the nature 
of reality itself.  Perhaps reality TV 
is reality itself if I am right, which 
is a fearful prospect. Nevertheless, 
such a mind numbing endeavor as 
keeping up with the Kardashian 
family is necessary for other cogs 
to function in this great new 
artificially living machine.  
Cogs are also highly visible in 
the realm of economics. My own 
cog nature notwithstanding, I have 
honed my ability to detect 
economically functioning cogs in 
the New Leviathan.  I know I am 
dealing with an economic cog 
when someone asks me what I 
study in college and I reply, 
“Philosophy!” Without fail the next 
question out of their mouth is, 
“Well what are you going to do 
with that? How much money do 
you expect to earn with that 
degree?”  Is annual income in some 
way indicative of knowledge 
obtained at the university?  Only 
economic cogs would think so! 
The last example I will use is 
the cog of politics, which covers a 
vast area!  Is it any surprise that the 
freest country in the world can be 
summed up by two political 
parties?  Granted, there are some 
groups that break the mold and 
form splinter groups but they have 
little hope for success.  The 
political cog can force fit any 
opinion of how things ought to be 
into one of two groups no matter 
how much dissonance may result - 
another sign of an apathetic society 
and New Leviathan thinking!  Two 
groups are simply more efficient 
and the proof is that two groups 
dominate the sphere.  Cogs like 
binary thinking—no or yes, left or 
right, off or on, zero or one.  
The ramifications of cog theory 
are far reaching and as far as a 
philosophical discussion on identity 
is concerned, it is a foregone 
conclusion that the wonderful 
snowflake we think we are has 
melted and what remains is a 
generic, artificial, and mundane 
existence.  Truth in the New 
Leviathan is defined by how 
efficient something is and 
efficiency decisions override moral 
decisions.  
At this point there is nothing, 
or no one who can control the cogs. 
There is no light switch that can be 
flipped or a cord which can be 
unplugged. There are simply too 
many cogs forcing other cogs to 
move, which implies (though does 
not logically force) a strong view of 
technological determinism.   In the 
words of the western watchman, 
Jacques Ellul, “Life in such an 
environment has no meaning,” and 
I tend to agree(6). 
In part two, I will examine  
possible reasons for our current 
situation and reactions to it.   I will 
also attempt to point the reader to 
an escape route from the 
inescapable strangle hold of the 
New Leviathan. 
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